[VII:1 A] They do not effect a betrothal [M. 5:2F]: 


[B] R. Ba bar Kohen said before R. Yosé, R. Aha in the name of R. Jacob 
bar Idi: “It is forbidden to betroth a woman on Friday.” 


[C] That which you have said indicates that one should not make the 
banquet in celebration of the betrothal. 


[D] Lo, as to the actual betrothal, it is permitted. 


[E] Samuel said, “Even on the ninth of Ab, one should betroth a woman [if 
the occasion arises], so that someone else should not marry her first.” 


[F] The opinions assigned to Samuel are at variance with one another. 


[G] There he has said, “God gives the desolate a home to dwell in; [he 
leads out the prisoners to prosperity; but the rebellious dwell in a 
parched land]” (Ps. 68:6). 


[H] “[Men of low estate are but a breath, men of high estate are a 
delusion]; in the balances they go up; they are together lighter than 
a breath” (Ps. 62:9). [Both verses imply that the marriage is 
arranged by God.] 


[I] And here he has said this [that one has to take action on his own:] 
“So that someone else should not get there first’! ] 


[J] Rather [Samuel meant that he should marry] lest someone precedes 
him by praying [for her hand in marriage. ] 


[K] Even so. the marriage will not last [if God has not arranged it]. 
[IX:1 A] And they do not consecrate. 


[B] R. Jacob bar .Aha in the name of R. Immi: “R. Yohanan and R. Simeon 
b. Laqish differed. 


[C] “One said, ‘They consecrate [in context: a lamb for the Passover] [on 
the Sabbath or festival].’ 


[D] “The other said, “They do not consecrate [on the Sabbath or festival].’” 


[E] Rabbis of Caesarea interpret the dispute [to take account of M. 5:2F]: 
They do not effect a betrothal on the Sabbath or on the festival 


day]: 
[F] “R. Yohanan said. ‘They consecrate on the festival to begin with.’ 
[G] “R. Simeon b. Lagish said, “They do not consecrate on the festival to 


begin with.” 


